INTRODUCTION
One of the incidents of father-child relationship in Nigeria is the right of the child to inherit the property of the father, on the death of the father. Where the deceased has more than a child, the children are entitled to inherit his property on his death. The sex of a child is immaterial, so that in inheritance, females have the right just as the males, to inherit in and partake of the estate of their late father.
The right of inheritance is also available to children born out of wedlock, but for that right to enure, the paternity of such children must have been acknowledged by the intestate.
A critical review of the right of inheritance of children born out of wedlock has shown that today, children who can prove that the intestate was their biological father can partake of the estate of such intestate. Interestingly, judicial authorities on proof of paternity in order to be entitled to inheritance have revealed that any minimal proof is sufficient. Additionally, establishing paternity is now statutory in Nigeria.
The objective of this work is to critically review these judicial authorities and the statutory provision.
The relevance of this work is to show that in Nigeria, the right of a child born out of wedlock to inherit from the intestate of the deceased biological father enures not only when the paternity of the child has been acknowledged by the deceased but on proof that the child was the biological child of the deceased. The theoretical framework of this paper shall be a critical review of the already highlighted progress made in this area of law.
ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Right of Inheritance of Children Born out of Wedlock: A Critical Review
The right of inheritance of children born in the matrimonial home is not a subject matter of debate, doubt or controversy. For several years, the right was reserved for the male children, 1 to the exclusion of the female children. The reason for the discrimination is simply that females would marry and form a new family and so have no need to partake of the estate of their family of birth that they would someday abandon 2 . This reason did not recognize that there was need for them to partake of the estate with their male sibling(s) until they get married. The reason did not also contemplate that the female child may not get married after all.
The discriminatory practice against women in inheritance matters is quite 1 This is the state of affairs in Northern, Southern and Eastern Nigeria. In some cultures, especially among the Ibo of Eastern Nigeria, the males who inherit are the first male children, to the exclusion of other male siblings of theirs. Among some cultures of the Ibo, the first male child inherits the property of the father, to the exclusion of all other male siblings, while the last male child inherits the property of the mother to the exclusion of all other male siblings. i. That non-acknowledgement will obviate 'the trouble the wife and children would make with him' on making the acknowledgement.
ii. That on making the acknowledgement the children born out of wedlock would want to partake in 'all the affairs of the family', including his burial, which the wife and children born in the matrimonial home would resist, thereby making his burial an object of quarrel and disagreement.
iii. That the deceased never even knew that he has the right to acknowledge his children born out of wedlock because in several tribes of Nigeria, including the Ibo of Eastern Nigeria, the Ibo custom is that a man is not entitled to the paternity of the children begotton from a woman on whom he paid no bride price. iv. That the mother of the children never disclosed to the deceased that he was responsible for the pregnancies of the children, so that the deceased never at all knew that he was the biological father of any child outside his children of marriage.
v. That the deceased reserved the acknowledgement for a future date, but died before the future date. Ratio 6. The judgment of the court was within the contemplation of the provision of Administration and Succession (Estate of Deceased Persons Law) Cap 4 Laws of Anambra State of Nigeria, 1991 which provides in its section 96 (2) that in grant of Letters of Administration, the order of priority, include in order of priority, the children of the deceased and the brothers and sisters of whole blood. In this case, the appellants were the brother and sister, respectively, of the deceased.
Following the death intestate of the de- iii. Where the alleged father or mother is alive and participating in the proceedings, a direction may be given by the court for his or her blood sample and that of the claimant be taken and tested and thereafter, the result tendered in evidence. Where on the other hand, the alleged father or mother is late and not participating in the proceedings, a result of the test conducted on the blood sample of the alleged father or mother in his/her life and on the blood sample of the claimant should be tendered and admitted in evidence as well. In Okonkwo v. Okagbue supra, Ogundare J.S.C. at page 343 had this to say on the contention that the six children born by the 3 rd respondent, thirty years after the death of the deceased were the children of the deceased, "to claim further that the children the 3 rd defendant had by other man or men are the children of Okonkwo deceased is nothing but an encouragement to promiscuity … I have no hesitation in fining that anything that offends against morality is contrary to public policy and repugnant to good conscience.
CONCLUSION
